62                    PROBLEMS OF POWER
of duty may be summed up in the famous exclamation of Professor Freeman: " Perish the interests of England, perish our dominion in India, rather than that we should strike one blow or speak one word on behalf of the wrong against the right." The folly of the man who would apply an " international mind " to the problems of diplomacy has been indicated by Spinoza. He too was a philosopher, but he was well aware that to the historian human passions, love, hate, anger, envy, vanity, pity, and all the other " movements of the soul," are not virtues or vices, but merely " properties," as heat and cold are properties of the air.
" Little stable (minima stabile)/' says the author of the Ethics, " will be that State whose safety depends on individual honesty, and whose business can be carried on solely on condition of its being entrusted to honest hands. For a State to last, public business must be so arranged that those who are responsible, whether they be actuated by reason or by passion, cannot be tempted to act from bad motives or to do wrong. For it matters little, as regards the security of the State, what the motives of rulers may be in the successful administration of affairs. Liberty or strength of soul are the virtue of private "I persons ; the virtue of the State is security. Finally, inasmuch as * men, whether barbarian or civilized, unite everywhere in some form of civil society, it follows that we must not seek for the principles and natural foundations of the State in the maxims of reason, but that we must deduce them from the common characteristics and condition of human nature as a whole (ex homimum communi natura seu conditions)." x
The successful reappearance of France in the counsels of Europe was partially due to the fact that, after Sedan, she ceased for a time to cultivate an " international mind," and that her reappearance coincided with the opening of the modern era of " international dovetailing " to which allusion has been made. England, one of the greatest of the Powers, sought for a long period to ignore the beginnings of this epoch, but was finally forced to recognize the altered conditions of the times.
1 Tractatus Politicus. Cap. I, 6, 7. Spinoza, Opera Posthuma 1667, Pp. 269, 270.